Introduction
The granular convoluted tubule (GCT) segment of the rodent submandibular salivary gland is that portion of the secretory unit lying between the intercalated duct and the striated duct (Junqueira et al., 1949; Jacoby and Leeson, 1959; Tamarin and Sreebny, 1965; Gresik and MacRae, 1975) . Nerve growth factor (NGF) (Levi-Montalcini, 1964; Gresik et al., 1980) , epidermal growth factor (Gresik and Barka, 1977) , renin (Gresik et al. , 1978) , and esteropeptidases (Burstone, 1956; Bhoola et al., 1973; Gresik, 1980) have been reported to be present in this portion of the secretory unit. 
Controls.
Controls consisted ofeither normal rabbit serum (NRS) or anti-NGF antiserum absorbed with NGF, as the first antibody step ofthe bridge. The absorbed antiserum was prepared by mixing purified NGF (at a concentration of 17 pg/mI) with antiserum diluted 1:100 with PBS. The two solutions were combined at ratios of 1:1, 2:1, 3:1, and 5:1. 
Results

Fixation Variants
Controls.
In sections CAF fixed, (1 hr) treated with NRS in place of the primary antiserum of the bridge sequence, "nonspecific" staining was essentially absent from parenchymal elements ( Figure  9 ). Absorption of immune serum with antigen essentially abolished staining in the sections ( Figure  10 ). 
